EXTRACTS FROM TEXT-BOOKS

Testimonies like this could be multiplied, but
extracts from text-books will be more eloquent,
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Man cannot doubt the existence of God; and since
God exists, what must we conclude?

We must conclude that we have duties to fulfil toward
him, namely, to know, love, and serve him.

These are our duties all laid out before us. This defi-
nition is excellent; in fact, it answers everything. To
know, to love, and to serve God: these three things In-
clude the whole man and comprise all his duties. A
contemporary philosopher, M. Jules Simon, in speaking
of religious duties, declares that no philosopher could
do better than to repeat the very formulae of the cate-
chism on this question.

To know God is to study his works, to devote to him
our intellects, to accustom our minds to dwell upon that
supreme ideal of perfection which is the key to all knowl-
edge and the source of all enlightenment. The more
learning one has, the better can one know and under-
stand the works of God. Our first duty then is to en-
deavour to instruct ourselves.

To love God is to pay him homage from our hearts,
to feel how infinitesimal we are in Ms sight, to realize
how greatly our fleeting existence needs to rely upon his
eternal being. How would it be possible not to love
with all the strength of our souls this supreme benefactor
who has done all for us ?

To serve God, lastly, is to submit to his commands,
to do his will. For the will of God is that justice be
done, that goodness be made manifest, and that virtue
be practised.

The practice of our duties toward God constitutes wor-